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Message from the
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
On behalf of the Southern California Water Coalition (SCWC),
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to participate in
Governor Newsom’s Water Resilience Portfolio Initiative. We
believe this collaborative effort is critical to ensuring that California
addresses future water needs and achieves economic and
environmental resilience through the 21st century.

Charles Wilson
Executive Director

Water is vital to our quality of life now, and forever. As an essential
resource that is increasingly threatened by the devastating impacts
of climate change, we must collectively work to preserve and
protect it for future generations. To be sure, a state as big and
diverse as California requires a balanced approach that includes a
portfolio of water supply projects and management techniques that
all work together to achieve statewide resilience. We’re pleased
this Administration recognizes this and is open to hearing ideas
and feedback from stakeholders across the state on how best to
achieve a vision for the future.

Our organization’s position is that California’s path toward resilience hinges on a right-sized Delta Conveyance
project that delivers the necessary water for California and provides an overall benefit to the project beneficiaries.

In our view, a modern conveyance solution through the Delta is long overdue, has been studied for more than
a decade, and should be moved forward in a timely manner in order to secure the state’s water supply from
seismic vulnerabilities, sea level rise and other climate realities, which are well-documented through modern
science.
Local and regional supply projects such as water recycling, groundwater storage and recharge, stormwater
capture, conservation and desalination all are critical components to the overall water supply portfolio. Delta
Conveyance is the necessary cornerstone component to building a diversified portfolio. Our future depends
on a comprehensive approach. Local supply projects, anchored by a Delta Conveyance solution, will support
California communities in the years ahead.
Finally, in order to build a Delta Conveyance project, it’s important that the Administration engage
stakeholders on a regional level. As you may know, SCWC is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization comprised
of leaders from business, government, agriculture, labor, environment and water sectors. Our organization is
dedicated to informing Southern Californians about their water — its critical importance to our daily lives and
robust economy, and the increasing threats and challenges to our most precious and finite resource. From the
start, we’ve served as a champion for Delta Conveyance, and we’ve built a strong coalition of more than 300
supporters across industry sectors to serve as a voice on the needs and benefits to the region and state.
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Message from the
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Our need for Delta Conveyance is rooted in four core principles: affordability, redundancy, flexibility and
resilience.
Affordability: Many disadvantaged communities and ratepayers across California need an affordable,
high-quality water supply, especially as the cost of living continues to escalate; affordability of reliable
water directly impacts our society’s quality of life. The pristine State Water Project supply from the
Sierra Nevada remains the most affordable option to consumers, especially compared with development
of new local supply projects. And a basic component of affordability is efficient use of existing
infrastructure. Failure to complete Delta Conveyance risks loss of use and underutilization of the
investment by tax and ratepayers in the State Water Project over many years. Replacement of the water
supply available from the State Water Project is not feasible or affordable.
Redundancy: As a region, we’ve been forward thinking and worked hard to build redundancies into
our water supply through local and regional supply projects and increased storage. The right-sized
Delta Conveyance project supports these redundancies, so recurring drought patterns don’t threaten
to destroy our access to clean drinking water for our homes, businesses and farms. Yet such projects
are not possible in every geographic region and they alone are not enough to sustain our future
water needs. Redundancy, as a basic principle of water supply design and management, has helped
us to manage the longstanding risks of drought and earthquakes for many years — and it will serve
us in dealing with the effects of climate change on our water supply system. Also, a key element of
redundancy is interconnection of water supply systems at the State, regional and local levels to help
manage droughts, emergencies, promote efficient water conveyance, and promote coordination of water
supply deliveries to deal with the needs of people and nature.
Flexibility: In the face of boom-or-bust climate change impacts ranging from droughts to floods, we
need flexibility in how we move and manage water supplies throughout the state. Delta Conveyance will
achieve that and support the regional and local programs.
Resilience: The very definition of resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness.
For California, Delta Conveyance is the important link from which benefits flow. California has already
demonstrated an ability to recover and adapt through the many investments made in conservation,
groundwater treatment, storage, recycling and desalination. More investments are planned. With new
Delta Conveyance, these investments will assure Southern California is able to be self-sufficient in
meeting the needs of its residents and businesses in a way that is consistent with existing State water
policy and the Governor’s proposed Water Resiliency Portfolio Initiative.
We appreciate the Administration’s support of a Delta Conveyance project and look forward to continued
momentum in the coming months. We stand ready to serve as a partner in guiding the next steps forward in
developing a resilient water supply through Delta Conveyance and all the local and regional supply projects it
supports.
Sincerely,

Charles Wilson
Executive Director
Water Resilience Portfolio Response | www.SoCalWater.org
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Background and
INTRODUCTION
On April 29, Governor Newsom signed an executive
order directing the California Natural Resources Agency,
the California Environmental Protection Agency and the
California Department of Food and Agriculture to develop
a comprehensive strategy for meeting future water needs
and ensuring environmental and economic resilience amidst
climate change.
The goal of Governor Newsom’s Water Resiliency Portfolio
Initiative is to build a roadmap for the future by inventorying
the needs of the state, evaluating the existing frameworks/
policies and delivering a plan that holistically addresses the
challenges facing our water system and prepares us for the
future.
SCWC provides an expert voice for Southern California on
water issues and solutions facing our region and has chosen
to submit this response to the Water Resiliency Portfolio
Initiative, as it falls squarely within our organization’s core
mission and priorities. In our response, we have aimed to
address the following questions, as provided by the agencies
overseeing this process:
•

How can the state help communities ensure safe,
affordable drinking water?

•

What can the state do to better enable local and
regional water districts to capture, store and move
water?

•

How can the state better protect fish and wildlife and
manage urban and agricultural water through the next
drought?

In short, SCWC supports Delta Conveyance as the cornerstone of a future resilience plan for California that
builds on the investments Southern California has already made, and is planning to make, in our diverse and
interconnected water supply. It ensures safe, affordable drinking water, enables local and regional water districts
to best capture, store and move water, provides source water and will protect water supplies for all amidst climate
realities such as drought.
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About
SCWC
Since 1984, SCWC has successfully brought together a diverse group of stakeholders from across our region
to serve as a singular voice for the one resource we cannot live without: water. Through education and
advocacy, our nonprofit and nonpartisan organization motivates action and drives consensus around our
region’s water supply.

SCWC’s Voice on Delta Conveyance
Delta Conveyance has long been SCWC’s number one strategic
priority. For more than 30 years, our organization has driven
conversation, encouraged collaboration and informed stakeholders
as well as the public using award-winning public education
campaigns – including “Delta Disrupted” for the Bay Delta
Conservation Plan and “WaterNext” our most recent program in
support of California WaterFix. Today, SCWC remains committed
to supporting a Delta Conveyance solution, and will continue its
robust education efforts to advance a future project that addresses
California’s water supply needs for generations to come.

OUR COALITION ACTIVATED

334 TOTAL SUPPORTERS
109 BUSINESS
94 LABOR
58 WATER
44 GOVERNMENT
14 COMMUNITY SPECIFIC
11 AGRICULTURE
04 ENVIRONMENT
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Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S

01

Make Delta Conveyance the Number One Priority
for Building a Resilient Water Supply in California

Vast scientific evidence clearly demonstrates that our state’s water supply is at risk due to climate change. Rising
temperatures, volatile precipitation events, sea level rise and looming natural disasters ranging from earthquakes
to floods threaten the reliability of the state’s backbone water supply. That primary supply — fresh, high-quality
melted snow from the Sierra Nevada — is transported through the State Water Project and delivered to homes,
businesses and farms that serve 27 million Californians from the Bay Area to the Central Valley. Two-thirds of
California’s water is delivered through the State Water Project. Without it, California would have to replace 4.2
million acre-feet of high-quality water to meet state demand.1 Here in Southern California, the State Water
Project represents 30 percent of the total water supply, serving 19 million people, across 5,200 square miles
served by water agencies from Ventura to San Diego, and delivers about 1.2 million acre-feet in an average year. 2
Water delivered through the State Water Project also remains the most cost-effective source of water for
Californians and fuels our state’s economy, which is the fifth largest in the world. However, the weakest link of
the State’s water delivery system, located in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, has a local man-made dirt levee
infrastructure that is old, and highly vulnerable to the natural forces of earthquakes, sea level rise, floods and
climate change. Over the past several decades, billions of dollars of investments have been made in the State
Water Project — Delta Conveyance is the next essential investment. Building a large-capacity single tunnel under
the Delta protects the state’s most valuable and affordable water supply and protects the public’s investment in
the State Water Project, while also safeguarding one of the richest ecosystems in the world.

Key Actions
• Act Now and With Intention. Constructing a Delta Conveyance tunnel should proceed with a sense
of intention and urgency. Amidst climate change, the status quo is no longer an option and to do
nothing is a cost too great.
• Build a Right-sized Project. The project should be built to a capacity that ensures flexibility in
operation for the State, and water agencies who serve public ratepayers, to see a net positive and
proportionate benefit. There are potentially severe resiliency consequences for under-sizing the
project. It needs to be designed and managed to adapt to the expected highs and lows of upstream
water flow from a climate change altered pattern of rain and snowfall.
• Build on Lessons Learned and Relevant Data in the Environmental Review Process. While
determining an environmental path forward, build on the more than a decade of technical,
environmental and academic review that already exists on Delta Conveyance
• Don’t Add Additional Requirements. There is an existing, vetted and agreed-upon process and
structure in existing State and federal law for advancing the project’s environmental review that
should be adhered to. CEQA is already robust without additional hurdles.
Water Resilience Portfolio Response | www.SoCalWater.org
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Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S
Building the Right Sized Tunnel – The Benefits
Protects supplies against climate impacts, including sea level rise which threatens to impede
fresh water and impact quality
Enables local supply projects by providing baseline flows for recycling, groundwater recharge
and potable reuse
Facilitates capture and storage of water from wet years and large storm events
Guarantees flexibility in the statewide water supply grid
Improves water quality
Enhances affordability by blending costs of State Water Project water and local supply
projects

Facts and Figures
Delta Conveyance will ensure that water supplies are secure and reliable amidst climate change threats.

RISING TEMPERATURES

SEA LEVEL RISE

EARTHQUAKE

—

—

—

Average maximum
temperatures are projected
to increase around 4.4-5.8
degrees Fahrenheit by the
mid-century and 5.6-8.8
degrees Fahrenheit by the
late-century. 3

Roughly 1-2 feet of sea
level rise is projected by the
mid-century, and the most
extreme projections lead to
8-10 feet of sea level rise by the
end of the century. The effects
of storm surges could be more
immediate and damaging to
existing levees and Delta land
behind the levees, below sea
level. 4

There’s a 72% probability of
magnitude 6.7+ in the San
Francisco Bay Region by
2043. 5
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Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S

02

Support Local and Regional Supply Projects
to Develop a Diverse Portfolio through Delta
Conveyance

Southern California has long been a leader in proactively finding flexible and efficient solutions to address the
strains that climate change is placing on our water delivery system. We’ve established robust water conservation
programs while simultaneously making significant investments in local and regional projects that increase
our regional self-sufficiency. However, water recycling, groundwater storage and recharge, conservation and
stormwater capture projects work in close concert with the stable, baseline supply that the State Water Project
provides, helping to double or triple the benefits of the State Water Project. While we continue to increase our
local supplies, State Water Project water remains an essential source for the state and region, serving as the
foundation for our daily water needs as more local and regional projects are explored and implemented.
By building local supply and storage projects, and through ongoing collaboration, Southern California as a
region has built in a plethora of redundancies to ensure people, businesses and farms can avoid or minimize
interruptions to water supplies. Indeed, our region has endured long periods of drought where the impacts felt
would have been far worse had it not been for our planning and significant investments.
It’s also important to remember that some areas of the region and state are limited by geography and hydrology,
and therefore are unable to build local water supply and/or storage projects. Resiliency for those areas may
mean investments in local infrastructure to reduce water loss and ensure water quality improvements.

Key Actions
• Ensure Local and Regional Autonomy. Continue to empower local and regional water agencies
and stakeholder groups to drive the ideation and implementation of water supply projects
their
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Aid in Constructing
building collaboration
and facilitating
dialogue
• in
Act
Now
andbackyards.
With Intention.
a Delta Conveyance
tunnel
shouldamongst
proceed with a
stakeholders.
sense of intention and urgency. Amidst climate change, the status quo is no longer an option
• Clear
for is
Expanded
Funding
and atoPathway
do nothing
a cost too
great. Sources. Incentivize project development through
regulatory relief and provide clear funding sources for local and regional supply projects.
• By
Build
a Right-sized
Project.local
The and
project
should
be built
to a capacity
that finances
ensures public
making
funds available,
regional
water
suppliers
with limited
will be
water agencies
funding
the
and who serve
public
see a net positive
and
encouraged
and more
able
toproject,
build alternative
sources
at a ratepayers,
cost that’s affordable
to ratepayers.
proportionate
benefit.
Provide regulatory relief for development of recycled water programs that reduce dependency
on the Delta, as an example.
• Apply Lessons Learned and Relevant Data in the Environmental Review Process. While
• Refrain
from Statewide
Mandates.
Statewide
for local
are notofthe
solution.
determining
an environmental
path
forward,mandates
consider the
more supplies
than a decade
technical,
Every
region
is
unique
and
crafting
a
one-size-fits-all
policy
solution
will
only
put
more
burden
environmental and academic review that already exists and utilize it.
on water agencies, as some will be forced to pass along significant increases to ratepayers while
will be
simply unable
to comply
due to
their
uniquevetted
physical
• others
Don’t Add
Additional
Requirements.
There
is an
existing,
andenvironment.
agreed-upon Resiliency
process and
will
look different
when viewed
through
the many local
lenses.
A should
portfolio
greatly
structure
for advancing
the project’s
environmental
review
that
beapproach
adhered to.
enhances the chances for success.
Water Resilience Portfolio Response | www.SoCalWater.org

7

Water Resilience Portfolio Response |

Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S
Local Supply Projects: Critical to a Comprehensive
Portfolio

Water Recycling

Groundwater Storage &
Recharge

Conservation

Stormwater Capture

Desalination

Facts and Figures
California, and Southern California in particular, will continue to need the backbone supply that the State
Water Project provides in order to meet diversification goals in 2040 and maintain reserves for drier
times.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S
WATER SUPPLIES (2040)
Local Supply

32%

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA’S
RESERVE WATER SUPPLIES

SWP

20%

Colorado River

25%

SWP

75%

Colorado River

Conservation &
Recycling

15%

33%
•

•

•

Graphics Courtesy of State Water
Contractors

While California’s population continues to grow, water use has either remained stagnant or decreased.
Between 2014 and 2017, the City of Los Angeles reduced its per capita consumption by 20%. 6
The Southland is home to some of the largest recycling plants in the world. In 2017 Southern
California used 450,000 acre-feet of recycled water and numerous local agencies are continuing to
pursue recycling as a critical source for the region. Currently, the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles
County in partnership with the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California are looking to
build one of the largest treatment facilities in the world that will recycle up to 150 million gallons
daily.7 The City of Los Angeles has embarked on a plan to beneficially reuse all of the water collected
and treated at its municipal wastewater treatment plants.
The County of Los Angeles just passed Measure W, a parcel tax that will raise nearly $300 million
each year for investments in stormwater capture projects to comply with State and federal water
quality standards. An incidental benefit will be capture of more stormwater for water supply. The
City of Los Angeles, for example, has a goal to capture 150,000 acre-feet per year of stormwater. 8
Water Resilience Portfolio Response | www.SoCalWater.org
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Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S

03

Engage Stakeholders on a Regional Level to
Successfully Build a Delta Conveyance Project

In order to build a resilient, statewide water supply portfolio for every Californian, stakeholder education
and engagement is critical. Each region in California has its unique needs and challenges with the existing
infrastructure and surrounding environment. As we chart a path forward for Delta Conveyance, stakeholder
engagement must be sought statewide and include a specific focus on the project’s funders and beneficiaries,
including water agencies who collectively represent stakeholders across the many regions including Southern
California. Diverse interest groups representing business, labor, government, nonprofit, agriculture and the
environmental sectors also must be part of the dialogue. Additionally, engaging stakeholders in the Delta
community is necessary to build trust and transparency for advancing a project.
Southern California accounts for approximately 60% of the state’s population and the region is an economic
driver for the state – currently, the Metro Los Angeles area represents the second highest gross domestic
product in the nation. Engagement in this region is critical to ensuring a project that reflects the needs and
unique environments of Southern California as well as the communities it touches. It’s also key to taking the
project over the finish line.

Key Actions
• Solicit Input Outside of Sacramento. Conduct stakeholder engagement outside of the political
sphere and in the areas where the project will benefit as well as impact. A project developed,
vetted and approved only in the silo of Sacramento will not drive a comprehensive statewide
solution for water resilience. The Delta Roundtable stakeholder engagement model is an
example that the State should seek to platform in order to reach groups in business, labor,
agriculture, etc., and drive conversations about Delta Conveyance in regions throughout the
state.
• Act Now and With Intention. Constructing a Delta Conveyance tunnel should proceed with a
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• Engage Stakeholders in Disadvantaged Communities. There’s also an opportunity to reach out
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and remains the backbone to a resilient water supply for California.
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Our
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S
Facts and Figures

64%

64% of Southern California voters support a conveyance
solution after hearing both sides of the debate.9

78%

78% of all Californians believed a two-tunnel solution was
very/somewhat important for the future quality of life and
economic vitality of our state – including a whopping 86% of
Southern Californians.10
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The
CONCLUSION
The State Water Project and the water that flows through its vast network of infrastructure is the backbone of
the state, supplying vital resources to 27 million Californians. As we look to create a statewide water resiliency
portfolio, updating and modernizing this foundational source through Delta Conveyance should be at the heart
of it.

In Summary
Make Delta Conveyance the Number One Priority for Building a Resilient Water Supply in
California
•

Act Now and With Intention

•

Build a Right-sized Project

•

Build on Lessons Learned and Relevant Data in the Environmental Review Process

•

Don’t Add Additional Requirements

Support Local and Regional Supply Projects to Develop a Diverse Portfolio through Delta
Conveyance
•

Ensure Local and Regional Autonomy

•

Clear Pathway for Expanded Funding Sources

•

Refrain from Statewide Mandates

Engage Stakeholders on a Regional Level to Successfully Build a Delta Conveyance Project
•

Solicit Input Outside of Sacramento

•

Follow-up with Stakeholders Who Have Been Historically Engaged in the Delta Conveyance Dialogue

•

Engage Stakeholders in Disadvantaged Communities

•

Build a Coalition of Support for a Delta Conveyance Project

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input in California’s Water Resilience Portfolio
Initiative on the critical need for Delta Conveyance. We look forward to serving as a partner
for the Administration on achieving resilience for Southern California and the state.
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2018/2019 Board of Trustees
Chair
Kathy Tiegs
Cucamonga Valley Water
District
Vice Chair
Brian Jordan
Tetra Tech
2nd Vice Chair
Joe Byrne
Best Best & Krieger
Treasurer
Brian Thomas
The PFM Group
Secretary
Jose Solorio
City of Santa Ana
County Supervisors
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Lisa Bartlett
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County of Kern
James Ramos
County of San Bernardino
City Sector
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Kris Murray
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City of Santa Ana

Brian Jordan
Tetra Tech

Eunice Ulloa
City of Chino

Frank Lopez
Southern California Gas
Company
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Kern County Farm Bureau

Rich Nagel
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A.G. Kawamura
Orange County Produce

Adan Ortega
Water Conservation Partners

Eric Larson
San Diego County Farm Bureau
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Robert L. Seat
Orange County Farm Bureau

Stacy Roscoe

Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel
Milk Producers Council
Andy Wilson
Riverside County Farm Bureau
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The PFM Group
Deborah Wordham
Best Best & Krieger

Business Sector
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RBF Consulting

Water Sector
Dean Efstathiou
Santa Clarita Valley Water
Agency

Joe Byrne
Best Best & Krieger

Steve Elie
Inland Empire Utilities Agency

Ron Gastelum
Water Conservation Partners

Anatole Falagan
Long Beach Water Department
Chris Garner
Long Beach Water Department

Mark Grey
Building Industry Association of
Southern California
Dave Harrison
Stantec
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2018/2019 Board of Trustees
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Water District
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Scott Houston
West Basin Municipal Water
District
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Cucamonga Valley Water District

Paul D. Jones II
Eastern Municipal Water
District

Task Force Chairs
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Legislative Task Force
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Metropolitan Water District of
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Colorado River Task Force

Dan Lafferty
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
Steve LaMar
Irvine Ranch Water District
Joone Lopez
Moulton Niguel Water District
Justin McCusker
Santa Margarita Water District
Larry McKenney
Santa Ana Watershed Project
Authority
Tony Goff
Calleguas Municipal Water
District
David Pedersen
Las Virgenes Water District

Ron Gastelum
Strategic Planning/Public Education Task Force

Rich Nagel
Stormwater Task Force
Adan Ortega
Water Quality Task Force
Mark Pestrella
Chairman’s Advisory
Task Force
Stacy Roscoe
Chairman’s Advisory Task Force
Executive Director
Charles Wilson
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Stormwater Task Force
Dave Harrison
Water Quality Task Force
Doug Headrick
Delta Issues Task Force
Scott Houston
Water Energy Efficiency Task
Force
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Kris Murray
Water Energy Efficiency Task
Force
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For Your Reference
https://swc.org/files/fha_swp-socaregion-factsheet_final_65206.pdf

1
2

https://swc.org/files/fha_swp-socaregion-factsheet_final_65206.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-07/Statewide%20Reports-%20SUM-

3

CCCA4-2018-013%20Statewide%20Summary%20Report.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2019-07/Statewide%20Reports-%20SUM-

4

CCCA4-2018-013%20Statewide%20Summary%20Report.pdf
5
6

https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2017/5013/sir20175013ah_v1.1.pdf
https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/aboutus/a-water/a-w-conservation?_adf.

ctrl-state=14jg0pgewz_4&_afrLoop=367139714656761
7
8

http://www.mwdh2o.com/DocSvcsPubs/rrwp/assets/tour_brochure.pdf
https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/aboutus/a-water/a-w-conservation?_adf.

ctrl-state=14jg0pgewz_4&_afrLoop=367139714656761
https://socalwater.org/news/1703/voter-poll-reveals-majority-of-southern-californianssup-port-california-waterfix
9

10

https://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/s-318mbs.pdf

Water Resilience Portfolio Response | www.SoCalWater.org

15

