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Southern California Water Coalition

2019 was a big year in California water, gaining momentum toward a resilient 

and reliable water supply even as we continue to face a range of water 

challenges from aging and vulnerable infrastructure to groundwater depletion 

to climate change. The Southern California Water Coalition (SCWC) consistently 

has worked side-by-side with state and regional leaders to take steps this year to 

address our issues through cooperation, vision and innovative thinking. 

One of the best pieces of water news this year was the announcement by Governor 

Gavin Newsom, directing state agencies to develop a comprehensive strategy 

called the Water Resilience Portfolio to meet future water needs and ensure the 

state’s environmental and economic resilience in light of climate change. The 

SCWC has long advocated for an “all-of-the-above” approach to water supply 

for the state — one that includes conservation, local supply development, 

storage, conveyance improvements, watershed management and groundwater 

management. We applaud Governor Newsom’s efforts to continue the momentum 

of building a comprehensive water plan for the state, as well as his announcement 

of support for a single-tunnel Delta Conveyance.

Collaborative, solution-oriented efforts like the Water Resilience Portfolio are 

the path to the future. The year’s brightest water successes speak to the value 

and effectiveness of this approach: a sweeping agreement among seven states 

on how to manage Colorado River water supplies during dry years and a historic 

statewide funding solution for disadvantaged communities without access to 

safe drinking water. The lesson is that success in today’s highly charged political 

environment requires inclusive partnerships and fresh perspectives to think 

differently about the challenges and to develop innovative and effective solutions. 

As I look ahead to 2020 and the next exciting decade, SCWC has a critical role 

as the expert voice for Southern California on water issues and solutions in our 

region. As we continue to work collaboratively toward our collective climate 

resiliency, we will also ensure that Southern California is recognized for its 

ongoing leadership, commitment and investments in our future. 

I am proud of what we’ve accomplished together in 2019, and I am also proud  

to continue our work together, building a sustainable road to water resiliency  

and a more vibrant, thriving California. 

Charles Wilson

Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director
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Highlights of the year:

5,000+
downloads of

 “Innovations in 
Stormwater Capture” 

white paper

30           meetings
with elected 
o�cials and 

community groups

3
Quarterly
Luncheons

1
Annual
Dinner

1
Stormwater
Workshop



Members
200 

9 

Co
un

tie
s

Business
Members

51 

Water
 Agencies

58
Cities

16 

Nonpro�ts
9

Agriculture
7 

Major Cities
(100,000+ 

population²)

47

Million
People1

23.8

About 
Southern California 
Water Coalition

Since 1984, SCWC has successfully brought together a diverse group of stakeholders from 
across our region to serve as a singular voice for the one resource we cannot live without: 
water. Through education and advocacy, our nonprofit and nonpartisan organization motivates 
action and drives consensus around our region’s water supply.

Membership by the Numbers

Issue 
Task Forces

Join Us
Everyone in Southern California has a stake in the 
future of California’s water supply. By joining the 
conversation and offering your support, you’re ensuring 
that your voice is heard and is among the full range 
of perspectives represented when critical water 
infrastructure decisions are being made locally and 
statewide. 

Membership also confers great benefits:

• Share insights, gain knowledge and shape solutions 
on issues like stormwater, the water-energy nexus 
and more by joining our task forces.

• Learn and collaborate with experts and stakeholders 
at our workshops and events.

• Network with water industry leaders at premier 
regionwide events.

• Tap into policy analysis, outreach and advocacy on 
issues you care about.
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Colorado
River

Delta
Issues

Legislative

Public
EducationStormwater

Water
Quality

Water Energy
Efficiency

SCWC contributes 
 ideas, resources and  

viable strategies to  
statewide issues.

¹ State of California, Department of Finance, E-1 Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State with Annual Percent Change — January 1, 2017 and  2018. Sacramento, California, May 2018.
² Ibid.



Delta 
Conveyance

Water reliability is critical to ensuring that Southern California and the entire state addresses future 
water needs and achieves economic and environmental resilience for generations to come.

SCWC supports Delta Conveyance as the cornerstone of Governor Gavin Newsom’s Water Resilience 
Portfolio Initiative, building on local and regional supply projects that contribute to a diverse and 
interconnected water supply.

A modern conveyance solution through the Delta is long overdue, has been studied for more than a 
decade, and should be moved forward in a timely manner in order to secure the state’s water supply 
from seismic vulnerabilities, sea level rise and other climate realities, which are well-documented 
through science.

SCWC actively engaged in efforts by the California Natural Resources Agency, the California 
Environmental Protection Agency and the California Department of Food and Agriculture to develop a 
comprehensive strategy for meeting future water needs and ensuring environmental and economic 
resilience amidst climate change. The call for the strategy development stems from an April 29 
executive order signed by Governor Gavin Newsom.
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Governor’s State of the State

“We are all united in a battle against 
the impacts of climate change 
and building Delta Conveyance will 
ensure we can move water efficiently 
throughout the state and secure 
reliability for millions of Californians — 
even amidst climate whiplash.”—SCWC 
responds to Governor Newsom’s State of 
the State Address, February 12, 2019

Single-tunnel Conveyance

“By supporting a modern conveyance 
solution in the Delta, the Newsom 
administration is taking the much-
needed action to secure California’s 
backbone source, protecting our 
precious water supplies against the 
increasing impacts of climate change 
and the uncertain threats of natural 
disaster.”—SCWC responds to the California 
Natural Resources Agency announcement 
of its plan to advance a single-tunnel 
conveyance solution for the Sacramento San 
Joaquin Bay Delta, May 2, 2019

California’s Response to New Federal 
BioOps

“Our message is simple. It is imperative 
that the state of California and the 
federal government work together 
to operate the water system in the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and 
modernize it for the future. 25 million 
Californians depend on it.”—SCWC 
responds to the California Natural 
Resources Agency announcement about the 
state process to permit State Water Project 
operations and litigation challenging the 
federal biological opinion for SWP and the 
Central Valley Project, November 21, 2019

Throughout the year, SCWC monitored and joined the conversation 
about statewide developments related to Delta Conveyance.

New Federal Biological Opinions

“California and the federal government 
need to modernize both the water 
system in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta and how it is operated 
on a day-to-day basis…we urge the two 
administrations to work closely and 
collaboratively.”—SCWC responds to the 
release of new federal biological opinions 
to manage the operations of the Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project, 
October 22, 2019



Helping to shape California’s  
water future

In 2019, SCWC engaged with the state’s Water Resilience Portfolio initiative by 
answering the state’s call for comments with an 11-page response developed in 
conjunction with the SCWC Executive Committee. 

In all, SCWC made three over-arching recommendations:

Response in hand,  
SCWC Executive Director  

Charles Wilson represented 
Southern California’s interests 

by speaking up about the 
recommendations and the need 
for Delta Conveyance at public  

events including:

Santa Ana Regional 
Water Quality Control 

Board on September 13

Southern California Leadership 
Council on September 25

Delta Stewardship Council 
meeting in Orange County  

on September 26

• Make Delta 
Conveyance 
the number one 
priority for building 
a resilient water 
supply in California.

• Support new, 
innovative local 
and regional supply 
projects to develop 
a diverse portfolio 
through Delta 
Conveyance.

• Engage 
stakeholders on 
a regional level to 
successfully build 
a Delta Conveyance 
project.
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Southern California
Water Coalition

August 2019

WATER RESILIENCE PORTFOLIO RESPONSE

DELTA CONVEYANCE:
The Path Toward Resilience 
Starts Here

California’s Water Resilience 
Portfolio Initiative

“Delta Conveyance is the 
necessary cornerstone 
component to building a 
diversified portfolio. Local supply 
projects, anchored by a Delta 
Conveyance solution, will support 
California communities in the 
years ahead.”



Engagement in the topic was driven by the passage of Los Angeles County’s 
Measure W earlier this year. This parcel tax is expected to raise nearly $300 million 
annually for investments in stormwater capture projects to comply with state 
and federal water quality standards. An incidental benefit will be capture of more 
stormwater for water supply. The city of Los Angeles, for example, has a goal to 
capture and reuse 150,000 acre-feet of stormwater per year.

The Innovations in Stormwater Capture white paper, which has 
been downloaded nearly 5,000 times from the SCWC website 
since its release, showcases Southern California’s role leading 
the nation in harnessing the power of its rainstorms. An 
examination of nine case studies of successful stormwater 
capture projects from California to New York provides critical 
insights into the elements of success for innovative projects, 
which will likely play a key role in Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
Water Resilience Portfolio initiative.

Promoting Innovation

Interest soared to record highs for this year’s Stormwater Workshop and white 
paper, developed by SCWC’s Stormwater Task Force. More than 200 experts and 
practitioners attended the one-day workshop on Sept. 27 at Los Angeles County 
Public Works. Speakers included L.A. County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl and Mark 
Pestrella of L.A. County Public Works.

Stormwater Capture: A SCWC White Paper and Workshop
Spreading the Message
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WHAT IS GROUNDWATER?
Groundwater is stored underground primarily in sands, gravels, and fractured rock.  Groundwater is foundational in our 
daily lives. We rely on it for our drinking supply, agriculture, industry, and to sustain wildlife habitats.

Groundwater and surface water, such as streams, lakes, and wetlands, are connected in California and in most 
landscapes. Groundwater may rise to the surface naturally as a spring, or it may discharge into rivers and streams when 
supplies reach high levels.¹ Groundwater and surface water represent the same precious resource and their use is highly 
integrated in California. 

GROUNDWATER FACT SHEET

• The layers of soil, sand, gravel and fractured rock where groundwater is found are known as 
aquifers. Aquifers are naturally occurring groundwater storage reservoirs. We access groundwater 
from aquifers through wells drilled into them. 

• Water enters aquifers through a process called recharge. Recharge occurs when water from the 
surface moves underground. Rain and melted snow are two major sources of natural recharge. 
Excess irrigation from agriculture and urban land uses also recharge aquifers.

• Groundwater recharge can be supplemented with water from other sources, using spreading 
grounds. Many of Southern California’s aquifers are used to store recycled water, treated 
stormwater, and imported water.

GROU
N

DW
ATER

FAST FACTS 

June 2019 
Groundwater From the 
Ground Up Fact Sheet

“California uses more groundwater 
than any other state in the nation. 

Approximately 85 percent of 
Californians depend on groundwater 
for a part of their water needs. Some 

rely on groundwater as their  
primary or only source  

of water.”
Read more

 Read more

 Read more

SCWC’s Water Quality Task Force 
statement to the State Water Resources 
Control Board on the economic feasibility 
of maximum contaminant levels
“A rigorous, scientific and best  
practices approach to evaluation of 
economic feasibility for proposed MCLs 
that is consistent with both applicable 
laws and past practice will provide 
concrete benefits to the public, the 
State Water Resources Control Board 
and water utilities.” 

March 13, 2019

Read more

On the signing of California’s historic funding 
solution for improving drinking water  
within disadvantaged communities

“SCWC applauds the [state] leadership for 
their roles in addressing the state’s complex 
water challenges. This is an important step 
toward safe, clean, affordable water for all 
Californians and proof that tough issues can 
be tackled successfully with cooperation, 
vision and innovative thinking.”

July 25, 2019
Earthquakes can dry  

water supply, Californians  
must prepare, by Charley Wilson

“About a third of Southern California’s water 
supply depends on water transported 

through the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
Delta. Islands in the Delta are protected 

by 100-year-old levees. Those levees are 
not likely to survive a major earthquake.” 

July 24, 2019

(This commentary also ran in the Desert Sun, Public 
CEO and was tweeted  by the Governor’s office.)

WHAT IS GROUNDWATER?
Groundwater is stored underground primarily in sands, gravels, and fractured rock.  Groundwater is foundational in our 
daily lives. We rely on it for our drinking supply, agriculture, industry, and to sustain wildlife habitats.

Groundwater and surface water, such as streams, lakes, and wetlands, are connected in California and in most 
landscapes. Groundwater may rise to the surface naturally as a spring, or it may discharge into rivers and streams when 
supplies reach high levels.¹ Groundwater and surface water represent the same precious resource and their use is highly 
integrated in California. 

GROUNDWATER FACT SHEET

• The layers of soil, sand, gravel and fractured rock where groundwater is found are known as 
aquifers. Aquifers are naturally occurring groundwater storage reservoirs. We access groundwater 
from aquifers through wells drilled into them. 

• Water enters aquifers through a process called recharge. Recharge occurs when water from the 
surface moves underground. Rain and melted snow are two major sources of natural recharge. 
Excess irrigation from agriculture and urban land uses also recharge aquifers.

• Groundwater recharge can be supplemented with water from other sources, using spreading 
grounds. Many of Southern California’s aquifers are used to store recycled water, treated 
stormwater, and imported water.

GROU
N

DW
ATER

FAST FACTS 

Link: Innovations 
Stormwater Capture

https://www.socalwater.org/files/scwc_2019_whitepaper_innovations_in_stormwater_capture_59332.pdf
https://www.socalwater.org/files/groundwater-fact-sheet-06202019_49398.pdf
https://calmatters.org/commentary/water-earthquakes/
https://www.socalwater.org/news/1921/position-statement-on-economic-feasibility-guidance-for-maximum-contaminant-levels-mcls
https://www.socalwater.org/news/1937/safe-drinking-water-fund-statement-from-the-southern-california-water-coalition-on-the-passage-of-sb-200
https://www.socalwater.org/files/scwc_2019_whitepaper_innovations_in_stormwater_capture-a_59496.pdf


Leading the Conversation
The 35th annual SCWC meeting and dinner took 
place on October 24th at the Long Beach Hilton. The 
region’s most impactful California water leaders 
gathered to network and exchange ideas and 
celebrate a year of accomplishments.

SCWC Executive Director Charley Wilson led the 
crowd in congratulating our Harriett M. Wieder Award 
honorees Richard Atwater and Fiona Hutton, two deeply 
respected leaders and tireless champions of regional 
solutions for water supply resiliency.

The keynote speech by Mary Creasman, CEO of the 
California League of Conservation Voters, explored the 
importance of collaboration toward water resilience in 
the face of climate change.

At the October 2019 Board meeting, the SCWC Board of 
Trustees heard from Kathryn Mallon, Executive Director 
of the Delta Conveyance Design and Construction 
Authority, and Jim Watson, General Manager of Sites 
Reservoir Authority.

SCWC Executive Director Charles Wilson, Brian Jordan of TetraTech, honorees Fiona Hutton and Rich Atwater, and SCWC Board Chair Kathy Tiegs

Mary Creasman, CEO of the California League of 
Conservation Voters, takes questions from the 
audience.
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Quarterly Luncheons
SCWC’s quarterly luncheons are a thriving hub for engagement offering expert analysis and commentary on the 
state’s evolving water challenges. These events offer perspectives on everything water from local projects to 
national water policy, with the added bonus of exceptional networking opportunities for attendees. 

A record crowd of 140 people attended our Quarterly Luncheon 
at Irvine Ranch Water District on January 25, 2019 to gain the 
freshest perspectives on the political landscape for 2019. Expert 
panelists Mike Madrid, principal of GrassrootsLab, Jennifer Pierre, 
State Water Contractors general manager, and Martin Wisckol, 
a reporter for the Orange County Register put the spotlight on 
California water issues and the need for a new approach to 
coalition development and legislative influence. Organizations like 
SCWC are more important than ever in building engagement with 
a broader group of participants to help legislators and regulators 
make informed decisions on water policy. 

Q1

Our April Quarterly Luncheon in Carson, sponsored by West 
Basin Municipal Water District, drew leaders from water, local 
government, business and more to hear about innovative 
stormwater capture and water reuse projects being planned to 
ensure future water reliability for Southern California. 

An all-star panel included Martin Adams, general manager 
(then chief operating officer) of the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power; Brad Coffey, water resources group 
manager, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California; 
Mark Pestrella, director of Los Angeles County Public Works; and 
Robb Whitaker, general manager, Water Replenishment District 
of Southern California. Each shared their insights and updates on 
these innovative approaches and the region’s “all-of-the-above” 
approach. 

January Quarterly Luncheon in Irvine

April Quarterly Luncheon in Carson

Metropolitan Water District Board Chair Gloria Gray 
also addressed April luncheon attendees.

Q2

2019 Annual Report  |  8Southern California Water Coalition



Our July Quarterly Luncheon, sponsored by San Diego County 
Water Authority, Poseidon Water and Southwest Strategies, 
drew the largest crowd to-date with 160+ leaders from 
water, business, non-profits and agriculture to hear how San 
Diego is building regional water supply reliability through 
desalination, stormwater capture and more.

Our luncheon panel featured San Diego County Water 
Authority Board Chair Jim Madaffer; Amy Dorman, City of 
San Diego Pure Water Program Manager; and Stephanie 
Gaines, San Diego County’s Watershed Protection Program 
Coordinator. 

Prior to the luncheon, the SCWC Board heard from 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s Manager 
of Colorado River Resources Bill Hasencamp and Water 
Resources Management Unit Manager Brandon Goshi, who 
spoke about the Colorado River Drought Contingency Plans 
and the Governor’s Water Resilience Portfolio.

July Quarterly Luncheon in Carlsbad

SCWC Board members gained insight into the 
Governor’s Water Resilience Portfolio Initiative 
during a briefing by California Natural Resources 
Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot immediately 
following the luncheon.

Q3
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Quarterly Luncheons, continued

140+ in January 

160+ in July

Record-breaking 
attendance  
for quarterly 
luncheons in  

2019 



THANK YOU Our members make everything possible

Premier Patron Advisory

Founding Sponsors

SoCalWater.org
facebook.com/SoCalWater

@SoCalWaterComm

Water Conservation
Partners
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