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In some ways, 2022 ended as it started, with California’s hydrologic conditions pointing to 
another year of drought. Nothing is surprising about it, whether you’re a long-time Southern 
California water watcher or someone who notices lawns going brown and news stories filled 
with images of reservoirs at drastically low levels.

Still, I find some hope and progress in the water outlook, rooted in the dedication of our 
steadfast members. The continued growth of our membership and the longevity of our most 
stalwart supporters speaks to our cause, which is educating people about the region’s water 
needs and finding solutions to the vexing problems we face.

SCWC benefited this year from enhanced partnerships with the Bay Area Council, Water 
Blueprint for San Joaquin Valley, and others to urge Governor Gavin Newsom and the State 
Legislature to act boldly in the 2022-23 budget by securing investments for California water infrastructure. 
We added our support and comments to statewide efforts, including Governor Newsom’s Water Strategy and 
the Delta Conveyance Environmental Impact Report. Partnerships with others combined with the voices of 
our powerful coalition allowed us to amplify our voice and reach, and we look forward to doing more in the 
future.

Today, we can boast nearly 12,000 total followers and subscribers across our different platforms—and the 
number is growing daily. As local news coverage seems to shrink more and more, we continue to expand 
our communications channels. Our well-reviewed What Matters Water TV + Podcast and California Water 
Magazine series complement our email newsletter, blogs and social media content. These outlets are how 
SCWC presents engaging and timely information about California water issues and the good works of the 
agencies operating with Southern California’s vast and diverse terrain. Meanwhile, our in-person Quarterly 
Luncheons and Annual Dinner continue to draw hundreds of people who care about water together for 
dialogue, networking and information-sharing. 

Letter from the Executive Director
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SCWC has long celebrated the rich diversity of Southern California’s people 
and cultures. In 2022, we highlighted some of our leaders and members 
through the lenses of Hispanic Heritage Month, Black History Month and 
Women’s History Month. We believe that working with and learning from 
a broad range of people helps us address California’s water issues more 
creatively. I hope you’ll join us again in 2023.

Charles Wilson
Executive Director

Southern California Water Coalition
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About Southern  
California Water Coalition

Founded in 1984, the SCWC is an alliance of leaders from 
local and regional governments, businesses, water agencies, 
and organizations who lend their voices to water resource 
advocacy. As a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization using 
tools such as public education and partnership, we drive 
advocacy and action to ensure reliable and resilient water 
supplies in Southern California. 

Members
200 Business 

Members

51

Counties
9  Water 

Agencies
58

Cities
16

Nonprofits
9 Million 

People

23.8

Major Cities
47

(population 100,000+)
Agriculture

7

Membership BY THE NUMBERS

Everyone in Southern California has a stake 
in the future of California’s water supply. By 
joining the conversation and offering your 
support, you’re ensuring that your voice 
is heard and is among the full range of 
perspectives represented when critical water 
infrastructure decisions are being made 
locally and statewide.

Membership also confers great benefits:
• Share insights, gain knowledge and shape 

solutions on issues like stormwater, the 
water-energy nexus and more by joining 
our task forces.

• Learn and collaborate with experts and 
stakeholders at our workshops and events.

• Network with water industry leaders at 
premier regionwide events.

• Tap into policy analysis, outreach and 
advocacy on issues you care about.

Join Us
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Task Forces

Colorado 
River 

Water 
Recycling

Water 
Quality

Water 
Energy 
Efficiency

Stormwater

Legislative 
Policy

Delta 
Issues

Equity, 
Access, and 
Affordability

The SCWC contributes 
to topical education by 

offering multiple task forces 
to provide ideas, offer 

resources, and propose 
strategies for regional  

water issues.
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2 in 3 adults

and more than  
3 in 4 likely voters 

say water supply is a big 
problem for California. 

The message is resonating. A July 
2022 survey by the Public Policy 
Institute found that Californians 
were most likely to name water 
supply and drought, followed by 
wildfires and climate change,  
as the most important issue  
facing the state today.

Partnerships have always been a part of SCWC’s DNA, but 
never have they been more critical than this year, as the 
state faced another year of drought affecting its key  
water sources. 

This year, SCWC joined with the Bay Area Council, the 
Water Blueprint for the San Joaquin Valley, and many 
of its sponsors to call for essential investment in water 
infrastructure projects. Through letters, meetings, phone 
calls, social media posts and videos, SCWC engaged with 
policymakers and community leaders. On tap for discussion 
was the need for additional funding for water recycling and 
reuse projects, improved Delta Conveyance, stormwater 
capture projects, desalination, groundwater clean-up and 
storage and more. 

We were also delighted to partner with the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power on an animated video 
highlighting the importance of imported water to Southern 
California. It’s a vital message underscoring the region’s 
reliance on water from the Colorado River and the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. Those sources will not be easily replaced by 
stormwater capture, desalination or water recycling and reuse.

Source: 2022 PPIC Statewide Survey

Californians Agree: It’s Time to  
Invest in Water Infrastructure

Cross Connections
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A vital project to update the state’s 
water delivery infrastructure 

advanced.

Delta Conveyance

In July 2022, the California Department of Water Resources issued its Environmental Impact 
Report for Delta Conveyance. This infrastructure project is designed to modernize the state’s water 

infrastructure in the vast waterways in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

SCWC Executive Director Charley Wilson said in a July statement: “The Southern California Water Coalition was 
founded in 1984 to raise awareness of the need for this modernization of the state’s primary water system. We 
have the best, most feasible version of Delta Conveyance today thanks to the collaboration with the Stakeholder 
Engagement Group in the Delta.”

SCWC’s support was reaffirmed in its letter submitted during the EIR’s public comment period that ended in 
December 2022. “It’s clear that this project is about much more than just water – it’s about building a better future 
for our state. I look forward to seeing the Delta Conveyance project become a reality in the coming years,” Wilson 
wrote.

The project will help California manage through periods of severe drought like the one the state is experiencing now.

What’s Next
In 2023, the state will review comments received on the EIR and determine whether to approve the proposed 
project or an alternative. SCWC will continue to monitor progress and support Delta Conveyance as a much-
needed solution for climate change impacts on our water supply.
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236,000  
acre-feet

=
the amount of water the state could 
have captured and moved if Delta 
Conveyance had been in place 
during the big storms in October 
and December of 2021.

That is enough  
for about 2.5 million 
people in a year.

Helping Capture Water When Available
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California Water Magazine Series

Public Health Goal Science Policy White Paper

Creating Positive Water Stories

What Matters Water TV + Podcast

In its second year, the What Matters Water TV and Podcast continued 
to find and grow its audience of concerned community members 
interested in hearing from Southern California water leaders. In 2022, 
SCWC added seven new episodes to the line-up, garnering about 
46,000 views and listens on YouTube, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, I Heart 
Radio, and more. 

SCWC and its partner Civic Publications released five 
brand-new issues of California Water Magazine. Inland 
Empire, Orange County, Ventura, Long Beach, and San 
Gabriel Valley presented exclusive interviews with local 
industry leaders and project updates. 

A new white paper on public health goals released in February by SCWC’s Water Quality Task Force aimed to help identify new 
and better ways for the state to use data and science in developing state drinking water standards. 

SCWC spotlighted its leadership and the fantastic work they do through special blogs and 
content. A focus on relatable content such as advice for young people entering the water field 
and music playlists helped grow engagement with new people.

SCWC informs and empowers Southern 
Californians about water issues

Speaking Out  
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Episodes 7 and 8 were the most watched and listened to during 2022.

California Water circulation totaled 1.2 million in 2022
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The SCWC brought nearly a thousand people together this year over 
multiple events and webinars to inspire solutions to the issues.

Events

Colorado River Workshop 
The October 6 workshop “A Collaborative Approach to Colorado River Management” shed light on the Colorado River’s crisis and 
the challenges for water managers and the communities that rely upon it. The webinar, with its stellar line-up of water and tribal 
leaders, drew nearly 450 registrants and was made possible by sponsors San Diego County Water Authority, Imperial Irrigation 
District, Black & Veatch, and Brady.

Annual Dinner 
On October 27, water, business, labor, agriculture, and nonprofit leaders 
gathered for our annual meeting, a dinner with award presentations, and a 
keynote by State Water Resources Control Board Vice Chair Dorene D’Adamo. 
State Senator John Laird addressed the Board via Zoom at the meeting prior. 
Long-time member A.G. Kawamura received the Harriett M. Wieder Award for 
his holistic water leadership. SCWC Legislative Task Force Chair Patty Cortez 
was recognized with the Kathy Cole Award.

July Quarterly Luncheon  
Attendees of SCWC’s July 22 luncheon 
at the Long Beach Yacht Club learned 
how to rethink traditional landscape, 
and building design approaches for 
water efficiency. A panel of experts 
discussed new and innovative projects 
such as SoFi Stadium and the Los 
Angeles River.

April Quarterly Luncheon  
An expert panel discussed how 
agriculture and business use less water 
during the drought at SCWC’s Quarterly 
Luncheon on April 22 at Wilson Creek 
Winery in Temecula. SCWC Board 
members took a tour of the vineyards to 
learn more about their water efficiency 
upgrades before the luncheon.

January Quarterly 
Luncheon  
The first Quarterly Luncheon of the year 
took place on January 21, tackling the 
mammoth topic of the Colorado River 
as it faces climate change impacts. The 
afternoon of critical discussion was held 
at the Pacific Club in Newport Beach.
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THANK YOU to our Sponsors

SoCalWater.org

facebook.com/SoCalWater

@SoCalWaterComm

PatronPremier Advisory

Founding Sponsors

@socalwater

@southern-california-water-coalition

SoCalWater.org

facebook.com/SoCalWater

@SoCalWaterComm

PatronPremier Advisory

Founding Sponsors

@socalwater

@southern-california-water-coalition


