May 8, 2018

Honorable Chair Eggman,
Honorable Vice Chair Patterson
California State Assembly Accountability and Administrative Review Committee

Honorable Chair Garcia,
Honorable Vice Chair Gallagher
California State Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee

Honorable Chair Bloom
California State Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 3 On Resources and Transportation

Dear Honorable Chairs and Vice Chairs,

Momentum for California WaterFix is stronger than ever. In a landmark decision, Southern
California water leaders leaned in last month to invest in modernizing t h e s agmg weaters
delivery system — providing critical support to California’ backbone supply of water. The
action by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) was a  defining
moment for our state — one we all can be proud of — and it represents the groundswell of
support for this project.

On behalf of millions of Southern Californians — employers, employees, union members,

residents and interested customers — we embrace this truth: Our state desperately needs

California WaterFix. Each and every day, more than 25 million California residents and

countless businessesdepend on Sierra Nevada snowmelt traveling through the Sacramento -

San Joaquin Delta for 60 percent of their water supply , which is captured, delivered and

stored through the State Water Project . And, increasingly, our state’s water sup|
threatened by climate change and the realities of boom or bust cycles . California WaterFix will
upgrade ak ey section of the state’s wathgconsiructing astruct
two tunnels to move water supplies underneath the fragile Delta ecosystem rather than

through it. Developed over nearly a decade of extensive review and study by a wide range of

experts, California WaterFix has long been held up as the best alternative for ensuring a

reliable, high -quality water supply. | t an sbvious win for all Californians, our economy and the

environment.

www.socalwater.org




A recent poll by the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC)found that 78 percent of

Californians think California WaterFix is important for the future quality of life and economic

vitality of the state. The poll yielded strong results from regions throughout the state,

including in Los Angeles, where 86 percent of residents said California WaterFix is

somewhat/very important. With such overwhelming public support, we think the path forward
shouldbeplainandclear. Let ' s bui l d Cal iskooreouiwaterNauteer Fi x and

We stand behind California WaterFix, collectively representing vastly diverse and prominent

interests, from labor and business to public agencies , nonprofits and agriculture . For more

than a decade, we have rallied behind efforts to find a cost-effective, long-term solution that
addresses the state’s wat eg CalforniaWwhterFixdsrthe bedtandi ver y c
most affordable long -term solution for securing a reliable and efficient water delivery system .

We support a diverse portfolio of water supplies in our local communities and region . But

without California WaterFix, we’ r e abandoning our mo st affordabl e
ratepayers with an uncertain and costly future.

To be sure, California WaterFix represents a game changer in ensuring the quality of life for
Californians, as well asa thriving economy . We must continue to forge ahead in our pursuits

with all of the knowledge and confidence that we have today, knowing that we are making
California’ s future brighter and more secure.

Sincerely,

(o

Charles Wilson
Executive Director
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ccC:

Governor Jerry Brown

President pro Tempore Toni Atkins, California State Senate
Speaker Anthony Rendon, California State Assembly
Karla Nemeth, Director, CA Dept. of Water Resources

U.S. Serator Dianne Feinstein

U.S. Serator Kamala Harris

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom

Treasurer John Chiang

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa (former)

Travis Allen

John Cox

Delaine Eastin

Jennifer Pierre, General Manager, State Water Contractors



